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SSEF is supported by numer ous individuals, civic and community organizations, grantors, businesses, 

and foundations . This year they provide d financial and in -kind support as well as  over 1000 hours of 

donated volunteer time . We sincerely appreciate their generous contributions. Without their suppor t, 
SSEFõs programs would not be possible.  

After School Programs  
After -School All -Stars: 

Sandy Springs Charter Middle School  

Summer Programs  
Geek Squad Summer Academy  

Sandy Springs high schools  

Community Collaboratives  
Altrusa Reading Program : 

Ison Springs Elementary School  

Teacher -Family Support:  

Lake Forest Elementary  

STEM Grants 
All Sandy Springs schools 

Sandy Springs Education Force  

Annual Report  

2010-2011 

This, our second full operational year as Sandy Springs Education Force, 
has been one of exceptional successes and continued challenges. Our 
programs have grown both in the number of participants and in the number 
of volunteers. Our infrastructure has been clarified, our community outreach 
and social media systematized, and our fundraising processes solidified with 
our new part-time Development Coordinator. Thanks to you, our community 
supporters, we have made a difference in the lives of over 3000 of our cityôs 
children this year. We know that you share our understanding that all of us 
are the beneficiaries of their success. Thank you for your trust and support. 

Kindest regards,  

Ava Wilensky, PhD    Irene Schweiger, 
Chair ï Board of Directors   Executive Director 

Dear Friends of Sandy Springs Education Force,   

 

Putting the  

 

  world  
 

within their  
 

 reach  
 

 

This Yea r, SSEF Programs 

Made a Difference in the 

Lives ofé..  

 
130 students in After -

School All -Stars 
 
120 students in Altrusa 

Reading  
 
33 students in Business 

Bridge  
 
80 students in Geek 

Squad  
 
1200 students in Junior 

Achievement  
 
85 students in Lunch 

with a Leader  
 
43 students in Senior 

Push 
 
1500 students in STEM 

Grant Programs  

 

Mentoring/Tutoring/Role Models  
Senior Push: 

North Springs Charter High School  

Junior Achievement:  

North Springs Charter High School  

Ridgeview Charter Middle School  

Ison Springs Elementary School  

Lake Forest Elementary school  

Riverwood International Charter School  

Lunch with a Leader:  

Riverwood International Charter School  

Ridgeview Charter Middle School  

Business Bridge:  

Riverwood International Charter School  

This Yearõs SSEF Programs 
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Fiscal Year 2010 -2011 

 

Our Financial Picture  

 

2010-2011  
Board of Directors  
 

Ava Wilensky , PhD: CHAIR 
Principal -  CORE InSites 

 

Carolyn Axt: Vice Chair  
Executive  Director - Leadership  Sandy Springs  

 

Julia Bernath: VICE CHAIR 
Board Mem ber -  Fulton County School Board  

 

Melanie Noble -Couchman, LCSW : SECRETARY 
Co ðFound er - Couchman -Noble Foundation  

 

Rachel Perling : TREASURER 
Accountant - Birnbrey, Minsk, Minsk & Perling  

 

David H. Couchman : PAST CHAIR 
Co ðFounder - Couchman -Noble Foundation  

 

Linda Bain  
Executive  Director - Sandy Springs Conservancy  

 

Tamara Carrera  
Executive Director - Community Action Center  

 

Demetria Lane  
Centralized Sales Assoc iate - Coco Cola  

 

Lorie Lewis 
Teacher - The Legacy Center  

 

Alejandro Figueiras  
Vice President -  Energy Integrated Solutions  

  

Marlene MacLeish, EdD  
Professor -  Morehouse School of Medicine  

  
Bruce Piefke  
CEO - Special Events Network   

 

Beth Salzman  
Physical The rapist - NICU Northside Hospital  

  

Julie Stanwick  
Principal -  The Marketing Principles  

  

Karen Niese Tompkins  
Realtor - Coldwell Banker  
 

STAFF 
Irene Schweiger, Executive Director  

Linda Hoynes, Development Coordinator  

FUNCTIONAL SPENDING 

Programs  67% 

Marketing/Fundraising 19% 

Administrative  14% 

During our first two years, SSEF has primarily 

focused on establishing and delivering the 

highest quality educational resources and 

programming to under-served kids in the Sandy 

Springs community. We have achieved this 

goal, operating on a tight, shoe-string budget 

while collaborating with our community partners 

and solidifying our relationships with our eleven 

public schools and City leaders. We have built a 

track record of profound accomplishment - one 

program and one student at a time.  

,  

SOURCE OF FUNDING 

Grants   41% 

Foundations  33% 

Program Fees  10% 

Individual Contributions   8% 

Special Events    6% 

Corporations    2% 

Now, we face our next challenge: to raise the 

funding bar higher so that we can serve more 

students in even greater ways. With our new 

Development Coordinator on board, we know 

that our next yearõs financials will reflect 

expanded community awareness and increased 

financial commitment so that SSEF may continue 

to ensure that every Sandy Springs student 

finishes high school with a plan to create a 

meaningful and successful future.  

Program Partners  
After-School All-Stars 

Geek Squad-Best Buy 

Junior Achievement 

100 Black Men 

Sandy Springs Perimeter Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Event Sponsors  
Allegra Printing 

Atlanta Equestrian Academy 

Breadwinner Cafe 

Costco 

First Citizens Bank 

Form Well Personal Fitness Training 

Georgia Ensemble Theater 

Girl Talk Summer Camp 

High Meadows Camp 

Shaneõs Rib Shack 

Special Events Network 

Starbucks  

Wendyõs/Arbyõs Group 

 

Organizational Donors  
Coldwell Banker ð Sandy Springs 

City of Sandy Springs 

Couchman-Noble Foundation  

Ellen F. Arnovitz Philanthropic Fund  

Friends of Joe Wilkinson 

Friends of Wendell Willard  

Optech Monette 

Sandy Springs Society 

 
To protect the privacy of our individual donors, we 

do not list them by name.  

 

 

 
 

 



    

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Individual Giving:  Gifts of any size are so appreciated and can be 

made online at www.sandyspringseducationforce.org or by check to 

our mailing address. 

Volunteer:  Our programs cannot happen without a large support system 

of volunteers. Be a part of one of our programs. Join us in changing lives 

and creating futures! 

Corporate Giving :  Sponsor an SSEF event and help us defray costs so 

that more of our dollars can go to our programs to help the kids!   

 

How You Can Help ! 

 

This year SSEF sponsored two community 

movie events. On March 24th and 25th 

over 300 Sandy Springs parents, teachers 

and administrators attended our first SSEF 

educational movie featuring, Race to 

Nowhere , at Riverwood International 

Charter School. And, on May 20th, 400 

parents and students attended SSEFõs 

Family Fun Night at North Springs Charter 

High School. Both of these outreach 

events helped build our communityõs 

awareness of the SSEFõs mission. More 

movie and community happenings are 

planned for next year. 

Look for our annual Reach for the Stars 

STEM Event (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Math) in September! 

Community Events  

   

 Sandy Springs Education Force 
 

Mailing Address: 

PO Box 567683 
Sandy Springs, GA 

31156 

Phone: 

770-399-6181 

E-Mail: 

info@SandySpringsEducationForce.org 

Website: 

www.SandySpringsEducationForce.org 

 

 

This Year at SSEF 
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Sandy Springs Education Force  

 

òExpanding the educational 

horizons of our diverse 

students  for a diverse worldó 
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