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Sandy Springs Education Force Wins STEM Education Award 

Sandy Springs, GA, September1, 2015 – For the second year in a row, Sandy Springs Education 

Force (SSEF) has been selected as a winner at the Annual STEM Education Awards of Georgia. 

Sponsored by The Technology Association of Georgia (TAG) and the TAG Education Collaborative 

(TAG-Ed), SSEF’s award was presented in a special ceremony held in Atlanta on Friday night, August 

28. Now in its fourth year, the award celebrates schools, extracurricular programs, public-private 

partnerships, science agencies and post-secondary education outreach programs for outstanding 

efforts and achievement in supporting and promoting science, technology, engineering, and math 

education in Georgia. 

A sell-out crowd of more than 300 members of the technology and education community were on 

hand at the event which was sponsored by Georgia Tech Research Institute, Cisco, and Promethean. 

“It was truly a challenge to choose from among the many applicants from around Georgia,” said Tino 

Mantella, president & CEO of TAG. “We applaud this year’s winners for standing out as leaders in 

Georgia’s educational community.”  

SSEF and program partner Georgia Tech Research Institute (GTRI), won in the Extracurricular 

Program category for its Fifth Annual STEM Event in March 2015, impacting over 2000 students. 

Focusing on Communication Technology, the opening event took place at North Springs Charter High 

School where almost 900 students viewed over 20 STEM exhibits. That evening, 300 community and 

business leaders experienced the exhibitions and participated in a special presentation featuring 

noted speakers. The STEM initiative also included outreach STEM events, field trips and programs, as 

well as an annual STEM grant program offered to Sandy Springs schools for ongoing afterschool 

STEM clubs and programs. 

“We are truly honored to receive this award. Our Board and our GTRI partners work year-round to 

bring this unique experience to our Sandy Springs students to inspire them to pursue STEM 

education and careers,” said Lorie Lewis, SSEF Board Chair and four-time STEM Event Chair.  

  

Contact person:  Ava Wilensky, PhD 
Company name: Sandy Springs Education Force 
Telephone number: 404-664-3930 
Email address: 
ava@SandySpringsEducationForce.org 
Website address: 
www.sandyspringseducationforce.org 



Sandy Springs Education Force (SSEF) 
The Sandy Springs Education Force is the city’s leading educational organization dedicated to 
inspiring and supporting all Sandy Springs public school students to graduate and pursue productive 
lives beyond high school by providing educational and enrichment programs through community 
collaboratives. For more information, please visit, http://www.sandyspringseducationforce.org. 

 

The Technology Association of Georgia (TAG) 
TAG is the leading technology industry association in the state, serving more than 28,000 members 
through regional chapters in Metro Atlanta, Athens, Augusta, Columbus, Macon/Middle Georgia, and 
Savannah. TAG’s mission is to educate, promote, and unite Georgia’s technology community to foster 
an innovative and connected marketplace that stimulates and enhances a tech-based economy. The 
association provides networking and educational programs; celebrates Georgia’s technology leaders 
and companies; and advocates for legislative action that enhances the state’s economic climate for 
technology.  TAG hosts over 200 events each year and serves as an umbrella organization for 34 
professional societies. For more information visit the TAG website at www.tagonline.org. 

 

TAG Education Collaborative 
TAG Education Collaborative is dedicated to developing science, technology, engineering and math 
initiatives in Georgia. Through partnerships with statewide STEM programs, TAG-Ed fosters student 
interest in STEM in order to increase appreciation for the opportunities available through technology 
careers. TAG-Ed hosts an internship program for high school students, two web-based team 
challenges for students interested in Health IT and web design, and the Vine Event, an annual 
fundraiser benefiting STEM education. For additional information, visit TAG Education Collaborative or 
contact Michael Robertson at (404) 920 – 2038 or mrobertson@tagonline.org. 
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Photo Attached: 
L to R – Ross Perloe, SSEF Board member; Kathy Shapiro, SSEF Vice Chair; Mindy DiSalvo, GTRI 
Information and Communication Laboratory; Irene Schweiger, SSEF Executive Director;  Leigh 
McCook, Principal Research Associate, GTRI Information and Communication Laboratory; Lorie Lewis, 
SSEF Chair; Brooke Perez, SSEF Board member; Michael Robertson, TAG Education Collaborative 
Executive Director 
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