
 

THIS YEAR’S #s 

15 PROGRAMS   
SERVING OVER        
6500 STUDENTS IN 
ALL 11 PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS  
 
1 STEAM SHOWCASE,  
9 STEAM GRANT  
PROJECTS 
PLUS  1 MATH   
OLYMPIAD                 
COMPETITION  
 
15,000 FREE BOOKS  
DISTRIBUTED TO       
FINANCIALLY          
VULNERABLE              
STUDENTS  
 
400+ COMMUNITY,  
TEACHER &           
STUDENT                                 
VOLUNTEERS 

The Next 10 Years Begin!             
Honoring Our Past, Building Our Future   
In 2008, Carolyn Axt, dedicated edu-
cation advocate, approached a small 
group of community colleagues with a 
challenging task in mind. She wanted 
to reignite and redefine a nonprofit 
organization that had a successful rec-
ord of providing academic support and 
life skills services for public school 
students. With a multi-year promise of 
seed-funding generously offered by 
the Couchman-Noble Foundation, 
Carolyn brought Melanie and David 
Couchman, Julia Bernath, Tamara 
Carrera, Harold Hamilton and Ava 
Wilensky together to discuss and com-
mit to re-launching this exciting ven-
ture. 

Nine months later, they invited Irene 

Schweiger to join them as Executive 

Director. There were numerous issues 

to negotiate as the nascent nonprofit 

took shape. The complex landscape of 

a new city, the interface of county-run 

schools, the primacy of each school’s 

parent population and a growing 

business interest in public education 

had to be carefully considered. But per-

haps the most challenging issue was the 

unique mission of SSEF: There were 

not (nor are there today), any nonprofits 

that do what SSEF intended to do! The 

paramount hurdle was to find a way to 

communicate this truly innovative con-

cept. 

 

It has been 10 years since Carolyn initi-

ated that first meeting. Since then, over  

50,000 students have participated in 

supplemental programs provided by 

SSEF. Graduation rates have increased 

significantly and more students are  

attending college and vocational    

training than ever before. Both         

financially vulnerable and economically  

solvent students have benefited from 

SSEF’s academic and enrichment    

programs. Students in Sandy Springs 

have received free books, learned the 

joy of reading from dedicated tutors,           

participated in hands-on STEAM      

projects and math competitions, at-
tended academically-based afterschool 
programs, received proactive SAT and 
college application assistance and  
engaged in real-world business       
enterprises and internships. 
 
It is a fact: None of these opportuni-
ties would have been possible with-
out SSEF’s focus on and dedication 
to the public school students of 
Sandy Springs. This is SSEF’s        
legacy and its future. 
 

And, we are just beginning! Join us as 

we continue to re-imagine the infinite 

potential of the next generation of 

Sandy Springs public school students! 

www.SandySpringsEducationForce.com     @SSEFGeorgia            #SSEFGa 
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SSEF’s Newly 
Updated Mission: 

To create opportunities that educate, inspire and prepare Sandy 
Springs public school students for a competitive world 



 
SSEF Programs 

2017-2018 SSEF Board Members 

Program Partners 
 

 

ALTRUSA INTERNATIONAL 

AFTER-SCHOOL ALL-STARS/ GSU         

RESEARCH FOUNDATION 

ART SANDY SPRINGS: SANDY SPRINGS 

READS 

ATLANTA SCIENCE FESTIVAL 

COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE CENTER 

CREATING CONNECTED COMMUNITIES 

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT 

100 BLACK MEN – NORTH METRO 

ROTARY CLUB OF SANDY SPRINGS 

SANDY SPRINGS PERIMETER             

CHAMBER  OF COMMERCE                  

WOMEN IN TECHNOLOGY (WIT) 

MENTORING/ROLE MODELS 
Business Bridge (200 Students)  
Ridgeview Charter Middle  
Sandy Springs Charter Middle  
Dunwoody Springs Elementary  
Lake Forest Elementary 
Spalding Drive Elementary  
Junior Achievement (800 Students) 
North Springs Charter High  
Link with a Leader (210 Students) 
North Springs Charter High 
Riverwood International Charter 
High 
Ridgeview Charter Middle 
Sandy Springs Charter Middle 
SAIL (40 Students)  
Riverwood International Charter 
High 
Final Hurdle (80 Students)  
North Springs Charter High 
 

LITERACY PROGRAMS 
Mini Libraries (6000 Students) 
North Springs Charter High  
Riverwood International Charter 
High 
Ridgeview Charter Middle  
Sandy Springs Charter Middle  
Dunwoody Springs Elementary 
High Point Elementary 
Ison Springs Elementary 
Lake Forest Elementary 
Spalding Drive Elementary  
Woodland Elementary  
Reading Buddies (53 Students)  
Dunwoody Springs Elementary 
Ison Springs Elementary 
Lake Forest Elementary 

 

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
After-School All-Stars (150 Students) 
Sandy Springs Charter Middle 
After-School North Springs              
(30 Students) 
North Springs Charter High  
  

STEAM INITIATIVES  
STEAM Showcase (2600 Students) 
All Schools 

STEAM Legacy Grants                      
(350 Students)  
Ridgeview Charter Middle  
Sandy Springs Charter Middle  
Dunwoody Springs Elementary  
Heards Ferry Elementary 
High Point Elementary  
Ison Springs Elementary 
Lake Forest Elementary  
Spalding Drive Elementary 
Woodland Elementary  

Math Hound Bowl (65 Students) 
Dunwoody Springs Elementary 
High Point Elementary 
Ison Springs Elementary 
Ridgeview Charter Middle  
Spalding Drive Elementary 
Woodland Elementary 
 

COMMUNITY COLLABORATIVES 
Altrusa Reading Day (120 Students) 
Ison Springs Elementary 
CAC Teachers’ Closet                      
(1656 Students) 
All Schools 
Sandy Springs Reads (870 Students) 
All Elementary Schools 
 

SLAM 
STEAM     LITERACY     AFTER SCHOOL            

MENTORING/ROLE MODELS 

Kathy Shapiro, Esq.: Chair 
Jeannie DiLuzio: Vice Chair  
Sandra Jewell, PhD: Vice Chair 
Heather Kaufman: Secretary 
Tim Bonenberger, CPA: Treasurer 
Julia Bernath:  Past Chair 
Carolyn Axt: Board Emeritus 
Yalanda Bell  
Kaitlyn Downs 
Wayne D. Ellison  
Christine E. Heller 

Colin Hubbard 
Clanci Jordan 
Kirk Marchisen 
Joseph Nagel, Esq. 
Temoh Nesbitt 
Enrique “Leo” Ortiz 
Erica Rocker-Wills  
Charan Shikh, MD 
Kirk Shrum 
DeeAnn Weprinsky 
Ava Wilensky, PhD 



 Investment in Our Students 

 
 

 
PROVOST 

AT&T * Blue Bird Corporation * Carol and Ron Beerman Philanthropic Fund * 
Google Fiber * Mercedes-Benz USA * Wells Fargo Foundation  

 
 

DOCTORATE 
Couchman Noble Foundation * Cox Enterprises * Internet Essentials from Comcast *                                             

Northside Hospital * Sandy Springs Society 

 

MASTER 
Aston City Springs * Carter Developments * Coldwell Banker Cares Foundation * Emory St. Joseph's Hospital *                    

Junior Achievement * Layer 3 Communications * Lockheed Martin * State Farm * YouScience  

 

BACHELOR 
Althea Medical Group * Aprio Foundation * Ellen Arnovitz Philanthropic Fund * Arrow Exterminators *  Howard Austin *                            

Brassfield & Gorrie * CBRE Heery International * Women@Ciena SPARK STEM * Evergreen Construction *                              
Gwinnett Technical College * Henssler Financial * Holy Innocents Episcopal Church * Long Engineering * Mercer University * 

Mitchell & Shapiro * Joseph Nagel, Esq. * Quest Orthodontics * RAM Partners *  Rule Jox Trammel Rubio *                                   
Sally & Peter Parsonson * Stevens & Wilkinson * Swinerton Foundation * Wacom * Mindy Zatto 

GRADUATE 
Aprio, LLC. * Brown Realty * Carroll Daniel Construction * the Collaborative * Core Project Management *                                                                  

Dillard & Company Realty Group * First Landmark Bank * Rick Hendrick Toyota Scion - Sandy Springs * Hoffman & Associates *                    

Indigo Payments * jB+a * NFHS Network * Northwestern Mutual * Oakbridge Partners * Optech Monette, LLC * Primary Care Center *  
Regency Centers * Rotary Club of Sandy Springs * Sandy Springs Music * Sandy Springs Perimeter Chamber of Commerce * Synovus * 

Wilensky & Co. P.C. 

HONOR ROLL 

Bishoku * Compass Family Chiropractic * Dogwood Tutoring * Fast Signs * Halpern Enterprises, Inc * Jori Kasher - State Farm *                                               

Kelley Sammons Toole & Ellison * Life Martial Arts * Mimms Enterprises * Orangetheory Fitness - Sandy Springs * Southern Bistro *                                         

Taylor English Duma LLP * The Pattys * Welch Martial Art Experience * Tijuana Joe's 

Program Patrons & Event Sponsors 

OUR SSEF STAFF 
 

Irene Schweiger - Executive        
Director 
Kathy Myers - Program Director 
Miriam Salpeter -  Communica-
tions/Marketing Director 
Penny Rosenfeld - Bookkeeper 

Expanding the Educational Horizons of Our 
Diverse Students for a Diverse World! 

Events - $108,345 (48%) 
Foundations & Grants - $50,346 (22%) 
Individual Contributions - $23,360 (10%) 
Program Fees - $800 (.6%) 
Business - $775 (.4%) 
In-Kind -  $43,304 (19%) 

Programs - $151,140 (80%) 
Marketing & Fundraising - $21,927 (12%) 
Administration - $14,461 (8%) 



$500-$999 
Ann & Tom Bates 

Andy & Debbie Bauman 

Laura & DJ DeLong 

Gail & Lyons Heyman 

Catherine Lautenbacher 

Jonathan Letzler 

Kirk Marchisen 

David Ruskin 

Tobyanne Sidman 

Lee Smith 

Dr. Michael Stewart 

Luci & Stan Sunshine 

Ava Wilensky 

 

$250-$499 
Carolyn Axt 

Julia Bernath 

Tim Bonenberger 

Linda Cahn 

Jerry Cooper 

David Epstein & Stacy Hader 

Epstein 

Norma & Peter Gordon 

Patti & Randy Grayson 

Sandra Jewell 

Heather Kaufman 

David Kuniansky 

Wayne Lazarus 

Irene Meyer 

Caroline Oppenheimer 

Jody Reichel 

Brian Schmatz 

Kathy Shapiro 

Spalding Woods Garden Club 

Stanley & Debbie Sonenshine 

Aldrin Torres 

$100-$249 
Michael & Jay Bell 

Yalanda Bell 

Brent & Rebecca Bernath 

Sybil & Stanley Bernath  

Rita Bodner 

Alexander Caraballo 

Adam Carder  

Michael & Ellen Chalef 

Susan Culpepper 

Jean DiLuzio 

Kaitlyn Downs 

Kayla Engle-Lewis 

Betsy & Howard Fleisig 

Steven & Candi Flig 

David & Carrie Gamsey 

Tom Harper & Melissa Mortimer 

Susan & Skip Heaps 

Christine Heller 

Dr. Nathalie Henderson 

Renee Hoelting 

Student Success = Everyone’s Future! 

               Individual Donors 

Sandy Springs Charter 
Middle  
Slope's BBQ 
Southern Bistro 
Spalding Drive        
Elementary 
Starbucks Abernathy 
Square 
Sweet Tomatoes 
Taziki's                  
Mediterranean Grill 
Trader Joe's 
Woodland Elementary  

In-Kind Donors 

Alexan North Station 
Alon's Bakery & 
Market 
Breadwinner Café & 
Bakery 
Café Sunflower 
Chapmans 
Chick-fil-A 
Coca-Cola Ent. 
Concourse Athletic 
Club 
Costco 
Da Vinci's Donuts 
Fleet Feet 

Flying Biscuit 
For the Sole 
Fresh Market 
Hammocks Trading 
Co. 
Hendrick Toyota 
Scion 
High Octane Events  
Hudson's Grille 
KIND 
Johnny's Pizza 
Kroger Orchard 
Park 

Kroger City Walk 
Mathnasium 
Mitchell & Shapiro 
North Springs  
Spartan Nation 
Nothing Bundt 
Cakes 
Phidippides 
Primary Care Center 
Publix Dunwoody 
Riverwood           
CulinaryArts  

Anne Holbrook 

Colin Hubbard 

Allen Johnson & Linda Trickey 

Laura Jones 

Carolyn Jordan 

Elizabeth Klein 

Sherri & Steve Labovitz 

Rebecca Lever 

Bob Levinson 

Lorie Lewis 

Valerie Love 

Beverly Littlefield 

Roger & Jeanee Lutterman 

William MacArthur 

Andra &Aubrey Martin 

Linda McMahon 

Thespi Mortimer 

Susan Muly 

Alice Turnage Nelson 

Enrique Ortiz 

Paula Owens 

Temoh Nesbitt 

Rachel Perling 

Kathy Ray 

Riverwood Bridge Club 

Erica Rocker-Wills 

Carla & Oscar Rogg 

Judy Roseman 

Ruth & Mark Rosenberg 

Miriam Salpeter 

Lisa Salzberg 

Nancy Schisler 

Irene Schweiger 

Richard Schweitzer 

Dr. Charan Shikh 

Deborah Silcox 

Donna Stogner  

Robert Wang 

Donna Weinstock 

DeeAnn Weprinsky 

Wilensky Family 

Alisa & Shaun Winters 

Thanks also to the generous donors who provided books to the  
Mini Libraries and school supplies to the Teacher’s Closet 

PREMIER IN-KIND DONORS:  Indoor Billboard Network & Jabian Consulting  


